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THE 


INTRODUCTION. 


laſt publiſh'd a Paragraph of News, 
which has fo near a Relation to the 
contents of the following papers, that 
T cannot introduce them better than by tran- 
ſcribing it, and making ſome remarks thereon ; 
and as I obſerv'd it firſt in the Utrecht Ga- 
Sette of March 13. N. S. I ſhall take it from 
thence, 


O of the foreign Gazetteers in March 


Rame, February, 21. N.S. * The congre- 

© gation de propaganda fide falling ſhort of 
money, on account of the large ſums lately 
* expended to ſuppart foreign — 
Pope 
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ope has order d, by way of re- imburſement? 


forty thouſand crowns to be paid to the ſaid 
* congregation” out of the apoſtolick chamber. 
This ſum is alfo to-beemploy'd in ſending: 
| miſſionaries into Scotland, and Ireland. 
8 


It is ſomewhat ſurpriſing; that this extraor- 
daimary article of news ſhou'd not be tranſſated 
by any of our news · writers; for it is not enough 
do ſay, Who does not know that there are many 
Romiſh prieſts in England, and that tn be ſure, 
| They are maintain d? and tho" we have laws 
againſt them, yet mankind in general agree to 
neglet? proſecuting, or ſearching after them; 
and out of a principle of humanity, let the Ro- 
man Catholicks enjoy their opinions privately ? 
therefore it may be ſaid, thzs Utrecht article is 
no News. | _— 
But there are, among theſe Roman Cat ho- 
licks, great numbers of wealthy gentlemen, 
and ſome noblemen, who contribute largely 
to the ſupport of their miſſionaries, and ſo 


much over and above what is neceſſary, BER 
is well known, conſiderable ſums are collected 
among them, and ſent out of England to foreig 
feminaries and monaſteries, as well as to the 
maintainance of a certain family in tral 1 
fay, this is not only known to many thouſands 
to be true, but alſo, that the very loweſt and 
mwmeaneſt mechanicks among them, do pay their 
miſſionaries for adminiſtring the ſacraments t 
1 them; ſo that tliey are more than paid, an 
n he Maine 
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want no foreign aſſiſtance for their maintainance, 
eſpecially in their manner of living; for " 


and that ſome gentlemen of large eſtates, do 


wholly maintain one, or more prieſts, for the 


benefit of the neighbours of their own religi- 
on; and, as I have already obſerv'd, theſe 
things are winkt at, thro' a comfnendable prin- 
ciple of humanity, which I am far from cen- 


ſuring, much farther from ſtirring the common 


people up to uſe them cruelly ; but when we 


find an account of ſo dangerous a thing as this 


F 


of Money ſent from Rome to thoſe miſſionaries, 
it ought to alarm us a little. 


Let us conſider then if we do not carry our 


. humanity to them to an exceſs of negli- 


gence of ourſelves, for this muſt be for ſome 


other uſe, beſide what is there expreſs'd, ſince 
it is evident, that it is not wanted for that 


purpoſe. 


I know not but this article from Ureecht 
might have been paſs'd over by me with lefs 
obſervance; had not the following papers fallen 


into my hands, by which I find that, Here it 
4 Nomiſb hierarchy eſtabliſb d, with five Eecleſi - 
agaſticks of great diſtinction at it's head, exerei- 
{ing authority each in his reſpective provi 
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have no families to ſupport (as our clergy have) 


* 


maintain'd for theſe offices, nõt unlike the man- 
ner which the Prate ſtant Diſſenteri take to ſup- 
port their miniſters. . 8ò that the miſſionaries 
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ard aſſuming the, title of lords; theſe lords 
indeed may require ſome extraordinary aſſiſt- 
ance to ſupport their . But then, this is 
not the indulgence which the generality of 

the people of England deſign to extend to the. 
Roman catholicks ; theſe in their humanity on- 
ly ſuppoſe, that they have prieſts at great diſ- 
tance from each other adminiſtring the ſacra- 
ments, c. to them in their own way, pri- 
vately, This every body tacitly admits, and 
will not pry into, not imagining that any great 
harm can come from ſingle prieſts, here and 
there diſpers'd in private families, and having 
no extraordinary communication with each o- 
ther to form ſchemes, or to act in concert. 


. \ 


But by this diſcovery we find, here is a 
regular, conſtituted, national church, under the 
ſuperior direction of apoſtolical lords, greater 
than biſhops, and receiving their commiſſions, 
and power from the Pope, as well as aſſiſtance, 
and their inſtructions from him, and the col- 
lege de propaganda fide, erected at Rome for 
that purpoſe of propagating the Roman catho- 
lick faith among infidels and hereticks, (which 
are the honourable titles they beſtow on Pro- 
zeftants) theſe lords too have their proper 
inferiors of ſeveral degrees in each diſtrict, 
carrying on in concert the improvement of a 
political body, not connected to us by any 
ties, civil or religious, which cement human 
ſociety; refuſing the Oath to the civil ma- 
ag | ___ giſtrate, 
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giſtrate, and confſeſs d enemies to our re- 
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Are not the laity too, part of this church? 
and may we not, without any abſurdity, ſup- 
pole it is poſſible (if not already done) to form 


them into ſuch a politick body, with Lords- 


Generals, Colonels, Captains, &c. But as I do 


not pretend to prove this, as I do that of their 


church, I ſhall leave it ; and indeed it is high 
time; for this affair is big with too many great 

conſequences, and contingencies, to be farther 

animadverted on by me; and will perhaps be 

more proper for thoſe in authority, whoſe 

acceſs is too difficult and troubleſome for me; 
and therefore, they muſt take it as the publick 
does, to whom I am apt to think it will be of 
ſome uſe. | 


I doubt not, but I ſhall be ask'd, * if an U- 
© trecht news. writer may not inſert an article 
«© of falle news, as well as we often ſee our 
© Engliſh news. writers do? and how I know 
© the following papers to be genuine? To this 
I anſwer, that other foreign news-papers have 
had it ſince, notwithſtanding it has not been 
tranſlated into Engliſb; and there does not 
appear any motive to induce them to invent 
ſuth a thing. The reaſon of my giving cre- 
dit to the following letter, 1s that on tracing the 
prinoipal things there related: I find them to be 
facts and truths, I know there are ſuch Perſons 

109/10 4; now 


dor in being with ſuch characters and ſuch 
names, though ſome of them do ſometimes go 

=: by differing Names, and theſe things I can 
„prove in proper time and place; fo that. to 
what cardinal the letter was ſent, or whe- 
ther it was only intended to be ſent is matter 


of ſmall importance. | 7 


That it is and has been the cuſtom of the 
Church of Rome to proceed as far as ſhe dare 
will always occur to every one acquainted 

with the Engliſb Hiſtory. Q. Elizabeth, K. 

James, 1ft. and K. Charles, 1ſt, reigns afford 
notable inſtances of their watchfulneſs to im- 
prove every opportunity to encourage and rate 
popular diſcontents, and any tranſaction of the 
government relating to taxes hath ſerv'd their 
turn before now; for however the nature of 
affairs render them abſolutely neceſſary, and 
that they appear ſo to all reaſonable people, yet 

miſchievous agents can always find a Party a- 

mong the unthinking vulgar to join the Ene- 
mies of a Government in a clamour at them. 

That Romiſh Prieſts have ſometimes been ſuch 
agents, we have had proofs enough, and to our 
coſt have often found they are not ſatisfy d 
with barely performing religious Offices here, 
but are continually interfering with, and diſ- 
turbing our civil affairs; and this they do not 
only with the power they have over their 
own bigotted Laity, but by going in diſguiſes, 
and appearing in genteel lay dreſſes they have 

8 oppor- 
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infinuating any notions which contribute ib 
their own dark Purpoſes. * 


We have reaſon to be very apprehenſive that 
they are going on in the ſame manner at pre- 
ſent, and perhaps forming ſome deſigns. The 
motives which induce the Pope and the Congre- 
gation de propaganda Fide to ſend money at this 
time into theſe countries, are not indeed clear- 
ly known to us, but they are worth thinking on, 
and ſearching after; for as it is evident that the 
natives of theſe Kingdoms do very well ſup- 
port their own Prieſts; It would be weak to 
ſuppoſe the court of Rome hath nothing ele to 
do with their money than to enrich theſe their 
miſſionaries by additional ſupplies. 


I would be very tender of what I advance 
in this caſe, for ] deſign not to make a ſham 
Plot, nor to accuſe them of being in conſpira- 
cies. I mean extraordiuary Plots and Conſpi- 

racies, for ordinary ones we know they were 
always in, ever ſince the reformation of Ki 
Henry viii. as often as they have had hopes of 
doing us any damage, or gaining to themſelves 
any advantage. | 


And yet in ſpight of all my tenderneſs, I 
can't help faying, that ten thouſand pounds 
* ſterling diſcover'd thus by chance ( perhaps 
by ſome. negligence of thoſe who remitted it) 
REN is 
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is an alarming circumſtance ; It will pay for a 


good _ ſeditiqus Pamphlets; and that va- 
riety of ſuch are ſent all over the nation, is 
evident, as it is alſo, that agents are diſpers'd to 


explain them, and in many places people hiredto 
hollow out their part of the contents, and to wear 


badges of diſtinction; at whoſe expence all 


this is done we have not yet known, but this 
we certainly know; that the Jacobites and Ro- 
-miſb Zealots are to a man on the clamorous 
fide, and ſurely we cannot be blamed, if this 
diſcovery ſhould excite a thought, that it is 


not impoſſible, that this 40,000 Crowns may 


be for ſuch uſes, and that it has been done be- 


fore and may be ſo again; it is no new thing 

for the Romiſb Church to ſpare for no expence 

in ſuch a delightful purſuit; nor any thing to 

be wonder'd at if = have improved this op- 
eir power. 


It has been taken notice of by many obfer- 


5 ving people, and alſo mention'd in an honoura- 
ble houſe, that there hath been an unuſual num- 


ber of Prieſts come over ſince Chriſtmas laſt, But 


the ſtrange reaſons alledg'd for it, and the odd 


circumſtances attending 1t, require the utmoſt 
caution of what one ſays on ſo important an 
affair. Yet there are two reaſons which I ſhall 
venture to mention, tho' I know they will be 
taken for very ſlight ones; the one is founded 
on a negative, put by ſo great a majority on the 
eretling a Statue in commemoration of m evo- 

ul ion. 


( xi 
lution. This the Papiſts are ſo miſtaken in as to 
imagine it a proof of the people's repentance 

of the hand they had in that revolution. Ano- 
ther is, that the weekly paper call'd the Crafife 
man, which is univerſally read and in popular 
eſteem, has lately in plain terms talk d of ano- 
ther Revolution. Theſe are indeed poor foun- 
dations for their hopes, eſpecially the latter 
reaſon-; becauſe we would hope that the au- 
thors of that paper, do not mean a Revolu- 
tion of the Government; but a Revolution of 
the miniſtry, that themſelves might come into 
great places; though doubtleſs there are hun- 
dreds of Papiſts and bigotted Jacobites, who 
cannot underſtand it but in their own way, 
and are weak enough to pleaſe themſelves with 
it; and it is very common to ſee ſome people 
proceed to actions and enterprizes'on ſuch foun- 
dations for hopes of ſucceſs, as to people of 
a contrary way of thinking appear very tri- 
vial; yet in this caſe who knows how theſe 
things may be magnify'd and improv'd at Rome? 
but I ſhall proceed no farther on this head, 
becauſe I deſign not to ſupply my preſent de- 
ficiency of farther intelligence on this ſubje& 
with old ſtories, nor imperfe& and doubtful new 
ones, tho I could give ſome built on ſtrong 
foundations, | 


For this reaſon I ſhall give no account at 
preſent of their manner of governing, or pro- 
ceeding, in Scotland; nor have Iany thing ex- 

traordinary 


END e 

traordinary of Ireland, becauſe' I take it to he 
no neus to intelligent people, that that nation 
is divided into Dioceſſes with Romiſb Biſhops, 
Ge. obeying the papal authority as regularly 
-and implicitly as in any openly profeſs'd Ro- 
man Catholick country, + - | | 


I cannot pretend to determine how long they 
have thus canton'd out England and Wales ar 
mongſt themſelves, and have had Lords vicars 
exerciſing juriſdiction deriv'd from a foreign 
authority ; but this diſcovery of it 1s I am 
ſure new to all Britiſh Proteſtants ; and as It 
is a demonſtrable fact, I hope it will be a mo- 
tive to excite us to look well about us, and al- 
ſo to reſtrain our party paſſions which blind 
us from ſeeing the impoſitions and dangerous 
advances of the common enemy. | 
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7 ritten in Italian by a Romiſh 
Divine at London, to 4 Car- 
dinal at Rome, wherein he 

gives his Eminence an exact, 
account of the preſent flate of 
 Popery in England, alſo, 0 
the Heads and chief Members 
of their MV. fon, &c. 


To Cardinal - 
Moſt Eminent Lord, 


P Urſuant to your eminence's requeſt, I 


at Rome. 


here ſend your eminence a brief, but 
true account of the ſituation of our 
affairs in this kingdom; which, I flat- 


ter my ſelf will be the more acceptable to 
your eminence (ROS zeal for the W | 
OT. 


5 mles are ſenſible that our doctrine is, and ever 


S „ 6 
of the catholic faith has been moſt con- 
ſpictoufly diftinguith'd on feveral occafions) as 
I can aſſure your eminence, that ſince the pre- 
tended reformation, we have not had ſo good 
op of cultivating this vineyard for the 
uſe of the Lord, as at preſent. The favour 
ſhewn in the laſt reign, as well as in the pre- 
ſent, to that ſe& call d Presbyterians, who are 
rigid obſervers of Calvin's doctrine, and com- 
monly known by the name of Whigs, has fo 
provoked the greateſt and moſt conſiderable 
part of the ſect call'd church of England pro- 
teſtants (who, till of late, were not only in 
high eſteem with the reigning princes, but alſo, 
had the whole adminiſtration of publick affairs 
m their own hands) that they have ſtudied no- 
thing, during theſe two reigns, but to raiſe a 
general diſcontent in the public againſt the fa- 
mily of Hanover, their miniſters, and all the 
meaſures taken by them to preſerve peace in 
this kingdom, as well as the crown of theſe 
realms in the preſent family. * 

Thus, moſt eminent lord, whilſt nothing 
but diſcord, diſcontent, and jealouſy (the true 
effects of diſobedience to his holineſs, and our 
church) reign among thoſe contending and jar- 
ring parties, divine providence furniſhes us with 
all the opportunities we cou'd wiſh for, to 
make our harveſt flouriſh; for tho' our ene- 


will be the fame, as it was before their pre- 
tended reformation, yet the Presbyterians are 
& taken up in defeating the intereſts __ 
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of the Tories, that we * bu much mant 
prehend an * 4 om them, as long as 
* art . the latter in all their 
meaſures. The Tories look upon us to be 
intereſted in their diſputes, and ſeem rather to 
claim our aſſiſtance to advance their preten- 
fions than to give us any uneaſineſs at pre- 
ſent ; but as the principles of theſe two parties 
are equally . deſtructive of thoſe of the holy 
catholic and apoſtolic church, we think it 
our chiefeſt intereſt and wellfare, to interfere 
with neither of thera, till they have ruin'd one 
another. Their clergy are alſo divided, ſome 
declareing for one party and ſome for the other, 
being induced thereto, ſome of them thro' re- 
ligious motives, and ſome for — ones, ſo 
that in a little time, we hope to ſee the + 

words of ſcripture fullfill'd with regard to 
them, . omne regnum in Je diviſum, deſolabitur. 
Every kingdom divided in it ſelf, muſt fall, 
This divine conſolation, together with the in- 
credible ſucceſs we have had, in bringing pro- 
ſelytes of all ranks to our communion (a detail 
whereof wou' d be too tedious to be inſerted 
here) induce us to balieve, that the Raman 
catholic religion will be once more reſtored 
hy primitive flouriſhing. condition in Eng- 


I muſt confeſs, that the late proceedings of 
the States General againſt admitting a. Vicar- 
apoſtolick into the republick, where our holy 
religion is tolerated, ' very much alarm'd us 
here, where, far * having any toleration 

| 2 in 
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Fs r 
in dur favour, and the laws fo ſtrict againſt us, 
that on account of the proceedings of the Hol- 
landert we were very apprehenſive that the 
laws wou'd be put in execution againſt us. 
The expulſion of the Saltzburghers was yet more 
- terrifying to us, for we expected that this go- 
vernment wou'd make reprizals on the catho—-̃ 
licks of England, as ſome German Princes had 
threaten'd their Roman catholic ſubjects with 
being irritated at the uſage the Saltzburghers 
had met from a Roman catholic - bilhop 
who was their ſovereign. Much about the 
ſame time, ſeveral churches were taken from 
the proteſtants of Hungary, which encreaſed 
our — but what added moſt to them, was, 
that in France, a proteſtant clergyman had been 
put to death, for exerciſing his functions ac- 
cording to the reformed church. But, thanks 
be to the almighty, who alone'can deliver his 
elect from all impending dangers, and to whoſe 
fingular protection, we impute the ſilence 
which (with regard to us) has been obſerved 
by our enemies here on theſe frightful occa- 
ſions, which has entirely diſſipated all our fears. 
Now I proceed to give your eminence (in 
conſequence of your orders to me) an account 
of the particular diſtricts aſlign'd to our dithops, 
or vicars apoſtolic, to exerciſe their authority 
and functions in; and ſhall begin with London, 
vbhich is our metropolis, where the venetable 
biſhop Gffard who was conſecrated here' in 
. the reign of K. J. the ſecond; holds his ſeat; 
this worthy paſtor, and faithful ſervant of por 
| 5 : Lor 
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ä „ . 
Lord, has gone thro' ſeveral perſecutions and 
* - confinements,. ſince he came into this miſſion, 1 
with exemplary. piety and conſtancy. Sme 
years ago, on account of his great, age. 
Dr. Peters, otherwiſe known by the name of 7 
White, another worthy miſſionary was made 
his coadjutor, having before ſerved as chaplain 
to the late earl of Derwentwater, who ſuffer'd 
martyrdom for his attachment to the. catholic 
faith, and loyalty to his unfortunate king. 
Theſe two prelates take ſpecial care, that 
no catholic family in their jurisdiction, ſhall 
want the aſſiſtance of miſſionaries ; for they 
conſtantly recommend chaplains to them, to 
read prayers on ſundays, holy days, and other 
particular days of devotion; they alſo preach: 
to them very frequently, and tho' all this, is 
carried on with the greateſt privacy in the 
world, yet fails not of producing wonderful 
— effects, and brings a vaſt ſight of ſtrayed 
eep into the pale of the true church, and 
to the light of the catholic faith. They 
alſo recommend chaplains to all the catholic 
Embaſſadors who reſide here, under whole 
protection they enjoy vaſt privileges, to our 
great advantage, and the freedom of ex- 
erciſing publickly all their functions without 
comptroul. They alſo ſend miſſionaries to 
moſt of the Engliſb plantations in the Weſt- 
Indies, where ſeveral catholic families of this, 
= the other nations, ſubject to this crown, 
reſide. 5 Wm 


le 


| - Tt will not (I hope) be diſagreeable to your 
eminence, that I here mention thoſe miſ- 
fionaries, who at preſent diſtinguiſh them- 
ſelves moſt in this diſtrict, to make their 
apoſtleſhip good, by ſtrenuouſly endeavouring 
to replant the Lord's vineyard in this aban- 
don d nation, and for brevity's ſake, will only 
mention ſuch as firſt occur to my memory, 
without obſerving any preference, as to their 
— or titles, which they may otherwiſe 
ave. 2 
Father John Baptiſt Piggot, is one of the 
chief, and has done exceeding ſervices to 
our holy church, by the many perſons of 
diſtinction, beſides thoſe of lower rank, which 
he has reconciled to our faith. This holy 
man has form'd a community of converted 
gentlewomen in a neighbouring village to the 
northward of this city, and as they are (all of 
them) perſons of fortune, they live- very eaſy. 
and happy under his direction. Theſe gentle- 
women beſtow large ſums of money yearly, 
towards maintaining ſeveral poor catholic 
families in this city, and ſend ſeveral con- | 
ſiderable charities to colleges, ſeminaries, and h 
nunneries, founded for this nation in foreign 
countries. They alſo portion ſeveral young 
women, who become nuns beyond ſeas. 
Theſe (moſt eminent lord) are examples 
worthy of the primitive ſaints, and of which. 
we have ſtill (thanks be to the Omni potent) 
daily examples in this nation. ark: 


Father 


| . 
Father Harvey is another very conſidetable 
miſſionary, for beſides the ſeveral devout ſo- 
cieties which he has erected in this city and 
tuburbs, to whom he aſſiduouſly preaches, 
hke another © faint Paul, by which means he 
tas brought a great number of proſelytes over 
G our bleſs d communion ; he has alſo ſet up 
a ſchool for the benefit of catholic children, 
where he inſtructs them in all the principles 
of our holy religion ; and tho' the laws are very 
ſevere againſt us on this head, yet, for the 
reaſons already mention'd, he practices, in this 
double capacity, without any diſturbance. 

The ſucceſs this pious father's undertakin 
have been attended with, and the applauſe fo 
deſervedly given him by our zealous catholics, 
induced ſeveral other miſſionaries to ſet up 
ſchools alſo, and to preach with more con- 
ſtancy than had been hitherto done. Theſe 
ſehools have render'd themſelves ſo famous 
already, thro' the good management agd ſtri& 
diſcipline obſerved by their governors, but par- 
ticularly on account of the practice of our holy 
religion, that beſides the children of our ca- 
tholic Gentry (ſuch of them as are not ſent 
abroad to be educated from their infancy) and 
thoſe of rich merchants and tradeſmen, which 
are inſtructed in them, the catholic merchants 
of Maryland, Barhadoes, &c. ſend their ſons to 
England to be educated by thoſe fathers. 
Among all our ſchools, however, none comes 
up to that of Wincheſter, a city in the weſt of 

ngland, where we have at preſent upwards 
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of one hundred per 
is now chiefly under 
of one father Fleet 
Dr. Gulſton, commo 
of Dr. Harp, who w 
up at one of the uni 
of the number of the 
ſequently, converted 
and having. afterwards 
he went into orders, 
the miſſion, fignaliz' 
preaching, in which | 
talent; and the lives 
reſcued from its ruins, : 
fication of pious and d 
publiſh'd a catechiſm 
our youth, and confi 
manner, a ſermon late 
proteſtant clergyman | 
Father Morgan, anc 
jeſuiſts, and true fo 
founder Saint Ignatius 
and are ſtill, moſt ind 
our goſpel and faith, 
dinary ſervices to the 
Father Smith, another 
his zeal, and uncommo 
cauſe, that we have him 
Father Challoner, wh 
and phyſician, publiſh” 
vindication of the une 
catholic church in m 
the late exceptions of 
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penſioners or boardets.;; it 
nder the care and direction 
etwwood. „„ 
nmonly known by the name 
o was in his youth brought 
univerſities here, but, being 
the predeſtinated, was, cons 
ted to the faith of Chriſt, 
ards ſtudied abroad, where 
lers, has, ſince his return to 
aliz'd himſelf both by his 
ich he has a very efficacious 
lives of the ſaints which he 
ins, and publiſh'd, for the edi- 


nd devout readers. He alſo _ 


hiſm for the inſtruction of 
:-onfuted, in a moſt learned 
lately preach'd by a certain 
jan here. 
and father Parkiſon both 
> ſons of their renown'd 
atins de Loyola, have been, 
t indefatigable preachers of 
th, and have done extraor- 
the church. 
other jeſuit, is ſo famous for 
mmon fervour for the holy 
him in the odour of ſanctity. 
„who is an eminent divine 
bliſh'd this year a treatiſe in 
> unerring authority of the 
matters of faith againſt 
1s of a certain Lincolnſhire 
: miniſter 
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Ander on the ſubject o 
learned piece has ſilencd 
has any of the fraternity 
to enter the liſts for him, 
rel; ſo that our learned d. 
triumph now over the 
grounded inſults offer d 
tarniſh the reputation of 
- church. The doctor bein 
phyſician, as I have alread 
recommends himſelf to t 
* ſeveral diſſenters, on whon 
/ — of his principles) 
for aſcendant, by degrees, 
of the errors they live in, 
to our faith, with little di 
Our other miſſionaries, v 
we are not ſparingly ſupp 
active all over the natio! 
holy ends and purpoſes fo 
ſent into our miſſion. 
The Nunnery, at Hamm 
direction of our biſhop and 
for a noviciate to educat 
men till, they are ſent to 
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There are beſides theſe, 
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d doctor and his friends 
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d by our enemies, to 
1 of Chriſt's eſtabliſh'd 
being alſo a very able 
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to the acquaintance of 
vhom (they-being at firſt 
les) he gains the wiſh'd 
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le difficulty. of 
es, which (I thank God) 
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lammerſmith is under the 
and coadjutor, and ſerves 
ucate young gentlewo- 
t to monaſteries beyond 
e their religious vos. 
eſe, other young ladies 
lucated in this religious 
ey come to the years of 
ty, are married to catho- 
lemen. | 

nd is under the juriſdic- 
„ a worthy father of the 
C | order 


order of ſaint Dominick, who was ſent in that 
quality from Rome by the late pope Benedict 
the thirteenth, and has a glorious number of 
miſſionaries to ſerve the catholics in his di- 
ſtrict. This holy paſtor had a great © ſtruggle 


at Rome before his commiſſion cou'd be deli- - 2 


ver'd to him for the miſſion; and as I am 
ſenſible your eminence never had a genuine 
account of the riſe of the diſpute which re- 
tarded this biſhop's diſpatches, therefore do 
hope, that it will fiot offend your eminence, 
that I take the liberty here to lay a ſhort 
account of this affair before you. 

In the year 1724, this doctor Williams and 
father Martin, both Dominicans, were ſent by 
doctor Hansbie, who was then provincial of 
that order in England, to Rome, to ſollicit 
ſome favours from pope Benedict, who was a 
regular of the ſame order, and to make ſome 
remonſtrances againſt biſhop Peters, biſhop 
Giffard's coadjutor, who bore very hard upon 
their body in the miſſion. Theſe remonſtrances 
were laid before the congregation de propa- 

anda fide, where they were no ſooner exa- 
min'd, but aſſurances were given of redreſs, 

and orders were actually diſpatch'd to biſhop 
| Peters, to ſhew reaſons for his behaviour to 
the complainants, without delay. 

The biſhop was.in no ſmall confuſion when 
he receiv'd a mandate for that purpoſe from 
the congregation de propaganda fide. But his 
lordſhip having call'd a conſiſtory of his own 


friends at London, and having laid the caſe before 


them, 


WW 
them, it Was reſolved that a few -repeating - 

Id watches, and otlier preſents of value, 
dow be ſent to cardinal Coſcia, and the chief 
members of -the congregation, which, they 
were of -opinion, wou'd be the beſt anſwer 
they cou'd make on ſuch an occaſion. This 
reſolution was agreed upon nemine contra- 
dicente, and executed with as much expedition 
as the mandate requir'd; the preſents were 
no ſooner arriv'd (at that court) but biſhop 
Peters's agent, to whom they were conſign d, 
deliver'd them to the proper perſonages, and 
alſo made a ſuitable apology, wherein he en- 
deayour'd to clear the biſhop from the charge 
laid againſt him by the Dominicans. By theſe 
means (moſt eminent lord) the remonſtrances 
were dropt, and never brought ſince on the 


Carpet. t. 


Doctor Williams, notwithſtanding the vexa- 
tious diſappointment he had met with in this 
affair, wherein the intereſt of his own order, 
and of all the regulars in the miſſion, who alſo 
- complain'd very loudly of the ill· uſage they 
had received from biſhop Peters, was con- 
cern'd, however, managed fo dextrouſly.after- 
wards with relation to his favourite project, 
that he procured himſelf to be repreſented in- 
a very advantageous light, and worthy of the 
paſtoral dignity, by ſome Engliſb noblemen, to 
the Chevalier; on this the Chevalier very cordially 
recomended him to the pope, who thereupon 
conſecrated him biſhop, with a title in partibus 
„ \ C 2 infidelium; 
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 -infidelium, and order d that a commiſſon con- 


ſtituting him vicar-apoſtolic in the Engliſh 
miſſion, ſhou'd be drawn up and detiver'd to 
him. But this was not done with ſo much 
expedition, as to give biſhop Peters who, on 
account of the late proceedings againſt him- 
ſelf, was his mortal enemy ; no time to hear 
of his promotion, and. oppoling his coming 


into England with that character; for his 


lordſhip's agent whom I have already men- 
tion'd, having appriz d him of Dr. Williams's 
advancement, and that the holy father had 
order'd him into this miſſion, biſhop Peters, 
reſolved to prevent the ſame, impeach'd him 
of high crimes and miſdemeanours to the con- 


gregation de propaganda fide, which put a ſtop 


to bilhop William's commiſſion for * ſeveral 
months, as it wou'd have done ever - ſince, 


- notwithſtanding. the great intereſt his lordſhip 


had at Rome, it the honourable Mr. R-— had 
not made him a preſent of a mare he had, 
which was look'd upon to be the fineſt in all 


_ that country, and very much admired by the 


chief perſonages of that city. N 

Biſhop Williams took this happy opportunity 
to wait on cardinal Cofcza, and having made 
his eminence a preſent of the mare, and re- 


monſtrated his grievances to him, which he 
aver d to be the malicious effects of biſhop- 


Peter's pique againſt him, and his whole 
order, the cardinal thereupon prevail'd on the 
congregation to diſpatch his commiſſions, and 
; f | E 11. F thus 
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thus (moſt eminent lord) this worthy prelate 
- extricated himſelf from the political 1 
he was bewilder'd in. | 
U his arrival in Torkſhire, which is the 
province wherein he holds his ſeat, in order 
to take the charge of his flock upon him, he 
convened all our clergy in that diſtrict, who 
have a fund in truſt, to maintain the grandeur, 
and dignity of their prelate for the time being, 
and having notified his commiſſion to them, 
his lordſhip deſired that the benefit of the 
ſaid fund wou'd be aflign'd to him, as it had 
been to his predeceſſors; to which the truſtees 
made anſwer, that the fund was defign'd for 
ſuch vicars apoſtolic as were of the ſecular 
clergy, and that as his lordſhip was a pro- 
feſs'd member of the regular clergy, he cou'd 
have no right to demand it. Thoꝰ this unjuſt p 
refuſal has cauſed (moſt eminent lord) great 
variance between this holy paſtor and his. 
clergy, which will ſubſiſt as long as they per- 
ſevere in their reſolutions againſt him, yet 
notwithſtanding this great miſunderſtanding 
between the biſhop and his clergy, they pur- 
ſue with uncommon zeal their miſſionary func- 
tions, with great ſucceſs. If ſuch a diſpute - 
ſhou'd happen between the clergy of the 
church of England, and any of their pretended 
biſhops, there wou'd not be a corner in this 
nation, but what wou'd ring of it; for there 
is nothing more cuſtomary among thoſe Men, 
than upon the -leaſt diviſion, to vilify one 
another in the moſt ſcandalous and ſcurrilous 
, manner 
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manner their unbounded paſſions can invent. 
But as for our part, no temporal Intereſt can 
diſunite us in the performance of our duty to 
God, and our holy mother the church. | 
Now that I am upon this topick (moſt 
eminent lord) give nie leave to acquaint your 
eminence with a diſpute which happen'd lately 
here, occaſion'd by biſhop Petert s refuſing to 
approve of the chaplains employ'd by count 
Kinky, his imperial majeſty's ambaſſador at 
this court, and don't think I can do the ſame, 
without offending either party, but by inſert- 
ing the Jetter which biſhop Peters wrote to 
the count's ſecretary on that occaſion. 


Mons1Evs, 7K | 
» UE monſeigneur I Ambaſſadeur ait 
ö Fauthorite de prendre dans la chapelle 
« telles pretres, qu'il veuille, quand meme le 
pape sy opoſeroit, ceſt une 2 qui ne 
© me convient pas de decider, ſi ſon Excellence 
© avoit une idee juſte de notre caractere, elle 
© yerroit, que perſonne n a le pouvoir de nous 
© forcer d admetre qui ſe ſoit aux fonctions 
© paſtorales, ni a nous faire rendre raiſon de notre 
© conduite. Puiſque cependent vous voulez 
© ſcavoir les —— qui m'engagent a refuſer 
© de donner les pouvoirs aux trois religieux en 
5. queſtion; je veux bien avoir cette condeſcen- 
3 + pour ſon excellence; je vous dirai donc, 
que je leur refuſe leurs approbation. 
© 19+ Parceque j'ai regu des ordres expres i 
© de ſa ſaintetè, & de la * 
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© de la refuſer aux Irlandois qui viennent ici, 
© & de les renvoyer a leur miſſion. 

6 2% Parceque ces trois, dont vous me par- 
© les, un a quitte ſon habit religieux, & a paſse 
© les mers ſans la permiſſion de ſes ſuperieuts; 
© & que autre a regu un precept forme] des 
< fiens d'aller inceſſement en Irlande. Nous 
* deyvons donc, regarder le premier comme 
© un vagabonde & un apoſtat, & par conſe- 
© quence, excommunie, & ſuſpendu de ſes 
fonctions, meme de celebrer les miſteres; 
© & le ſeconde comme un diſobeiſant formel 
© aux precepts des ſes ſuperieurs. 

* 3%: Ayant deja plus de Miſſionaires, que 
© nous en avons beſoine pour les fonctions 
© paſtorales, nous nous croyons obliges de 
© nen pas multiplier le nombre. 

© Quoique j aye pluſieurs autres raiſons pour 
© juſtifier ma conduite & (ſi j'ole le dire) plus 
* eſlentielles encore que celles la, je me borne 
© cependent a cet petit nombre, meditez les, 
© &)e me flatte que vous les trouverez juſtes. 

Si {on Excellence croit pouvoir prendre 
* a ſon ſervice tel Pretre qui lui plaira, qu'elle 
* conlidere, qu'elle repondrat devant Dieu, 
© davoir laiſse celebrer les divines miſteres a 
© de vagabonds, & de diſobeiſants formels, & 
© a leur ſuperieurs, & aſa ſaintete, & a la 
© ſacree congregation. Pour nous, du moins, 
nous avons laimable conſolation de n'y point 
conſentir, & de nous y etre opose. 
* $1 fai permit a Delany de celebrer, & 


* dentendre les confeſſions des —_— 
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de ſon excellence, ceſt, que ie ignorois, de 
duelle maniere il s' eſtoĩt depouillł des habits 
8 flints de ſon ordre: au reſte, Monſieur, aſſeurez 
ſſion excellence, que je nai rien contre fa 
. perſonne, & que j ai pour elle, tout le reſpect 
du a fa naifance, & ſon caractere, & que je 
TLoaurai toujours; fi ce que je fais, eſt deſa- 
greable, comme ſon premier chaplain en eſt 
ks e ſeul autheur, quoique je — le punier, 
© & qu'il ſoit dans le cas des autres apparten- 
© ants a la miſſion d'Irlande, je lui laiſſe a 
elle meme le choix du chatiment qu'il 
© merite. Je ne doute pas qu ayant appellee 
lui meme ces etrangers il n obtienne bientot 
de leurs ſuperieurs, la permiſſion de reſter 
l © ici, mais cette permiſſion n'afloiblira jamais la 
d defence que ſa ſaintete, & la ſacrèe congre- 
B © gation ont fait a ces memes ſuperieurs de 
þ - © permettre à aucun de leurs ſujets de reſter 
8 © ici ſans notre conſentement. 
© Aſſeurez ſon excellence de mon attache- 
ment, & de mon reſpect ſincere. Je ſuis tres 
£ parfaitment 
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Letter from Biſhop Pete Peters, 
oy" * to Count . 


427 bord the py 7 ba th 
owwer of . taking into his chapel ſuch prieſts _ 
al ſes, duben even the pope ba ſelf col 
5 ia queſtion no Way p F or me t 

ci big excellence had a- juſt idea of oh 
character, . d ſee, that no body bas power + © 
ta force us tu admit any body to the paſtoral fulne= 
tons, nor to.oblige us to give an account of or. 
conduct. However, ſince you are deſirous to 
know the moti vet that engage me to refuſe their 
faculties to the three Regulars in di pute, I am 
12 to. bave. that condeſcention for bis excel- % 


A "ill „ "then, that J refuſe they thei pro: 
ro Becauſe N received expreſs orders * 
from his define f gd from the ſacred congregation, 
10 refuſe their faculties 109 that come 
 bere, bom 115 them to their gun miſſon. 
2 Becauſe tht” Three you mention to 
5 5 55 one as qitiec d, . 1 „ 
ö ac eros zar without t ion 1 
| Putperiort ; 410 that the other has 5 — a formal 
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expommwnrated, aud 1 
1 Ftions, and from ye ie 
Aud the ſecond at guilty of format 


the precepts of his ſuperiourc. 
| Tad i at ate mort N Hari for 

the paſtoral function than we have need; for; we 
| 10 ore think ourſelves oblig d "h to pulieg! ö 
| T9 I lave ſeveral other raſous 10 fuſti 
conduct, and (if I dare ſay it) f efſemia 
than thoſe aſſigu'd, I nevertheleſs confine my. fel 
to 72 number; meditate them, and 1 flatter 
my ſelf that you will find them at. | 
1 his 7 = 0 fo 4 BY te 905 
% ſervice ſuch prieſts as he nk fit, let 
iu la, that be muſt anſwer Vefore God, for 
having ſuffer'd vagabonds,” and perſons guilty” 
farmal ' diſobedience to their oh ſuperiors, ta, hrs 
holineſs, and to the ſacred fr an e, to cole 
brate the divine myſteries; fe „ 4 55 
we. _ ex r conſt eat 2 g # oa 

thereto, and to have oppoſed the _ 

44 have ſuffers Delany to ce 2 5 and to Har | 
the confeſſions. of his exdellency's a efficks, i was 
becauſe 1 he] not in what r he bad 
ſtrip d himſelf o 68 holy habits 2 . 
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wo bir binh.nd, chanatte. If har. 1, at , 
difagreeable, as bis frſt chaplain is the ſole ub. 
thereof, tho I can puniſh him, and that be 1s in b 
the ſame caſe with thoſe belonging to the miſſion ß 
| Ireland, I leave to bis excellence the choice of the _ 
cluſtiſememt whiob he deſerves. I don't doubt but 
that as he ſent for thoſe ſtrangers himſelf, be will 
ver) ſoon obtain leave for them from their ſuperiors 
to remain here, but ſuch a permiſſion wul. never 
weaken the orders of his holineſs, and the : ſacred 
congregation, Pprobibiting thoſe very ſuperiors to 
2 am of their ſubjecte to ſtay here without our 
conſent. 
Aſſure his excellence of my attachment, and 
fincere reſpect. I am, 


Pour moſt obedient, and 
10. 08. 1728. + moſt humble ſervant, 
B. WH Ir E. 


Notwithſtanding the ſeveral heavy charges 
contain'd in this letter againſt the embaſſador's 
chaplains, they found means to convince his 
excellence that they were all groundleſs, G 
will not ſay untrue) whereupon that noble- 
man continued them in his chapel, tho they 
had not full powers, till the reigning King of 
Great-Britain went to viſit his German do- 
minions, whither Four KinsRi —_— 
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i £4 i the biſhop's accuſations againſt the chaplains 
be had employ'd cou'd never de juſtified ; the 
— ; nuncio order'd the biſhop* to grant them all 
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* 177 Bruſſels his way, where the ftolick nuncio 


© reſides, with whom he had a long conference, 
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and having made it appear to the nuncio that 


their faculties without any reſtriction, or 
limitation, and thus (moſt eminent lord) ended 
this diſpute, tho' to the great diſſatisfaction, 
and (I may venture to ſay) diſcredit of the 
biſhop, for, during the time that theſe miſ- 
ſionaries had not their full powers, it might 
be ſaid that we had a chapel, and no chapel ; 
for as much as his excellence employ'd miſ- 
ſionaries, who cou'd adminiſter none of the 
ſacraments, which gave no ſmall diguſt to our 
devout catholicks, particularly to our proſelytes, 
who are always, yery obſervant of all our 
holy myſteries, and cannot well bear to fee 
any diſputes among the members of their 
church; on the other hand, ſeveral of our 
miſſionaries, who were apprehenſive, that the 
number of their devotees wou'd diminiſh, if 
theſe chaplains ſhou'd be authoriz'd to act as 
themſelves did, which wou'd of courſe lefſen 
their emoluments, were not ſorry for that 
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unhappy difference 


Moſt eminent lord, notwithſtanding, the bad 

example ſet us by biſhop Peters in his attempts 

to cruſh and perſecute our Regulars in the 
miſſion, which has created a general enmity 
detween the Seculars and Regulars APES 
8 thi 
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it ſtill reigns among 


255 feryour in cultivating this vineyard; yet 
ſuch are the wonderful effects of divine Pro- 
vidence, under whoſe protection ue alone can 


 fay, that we are guided to a true knowledge 
of our Creator and Redeemer, that far from 


extinguiſhing, or ever allaying the holy fire, 
which makes them always thirſt after the 
recovery of the ſtray d flock, that all the miſ- 
fionaries of what denomination ſoever, have, 
ever ſince the late diſputes, continued to vie 
with one another in performing the apoſto- 
lical exerciſes of preaching, inſtructing, and 
converting. 
The principality of Wales is under the care 
of biſhop Pritchard, and the Weſt of Eng- 
land under that of biſhop Stoner; as the 
extent of their jurisdiction is very large, ſo is 
the number of their adherents and miſſiona- 
ries in proportion; and thus, moſt eminent 
lord, this nation is carefully ſupplied. 
Our laity, particularly our noblemen, and 


ladies, moſt eminent lord, act as ſtrenuouſſy 


in concert with our miſſionaries, to promote 
our bleſſed cauſe, and extend the boundaries 
of Chriſt's juriſdiction, as well as to add to 
the number of his true believers, as ever 
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we want for another pious Helena 


this nation, (1 am ore 1 can't oy but , 
them) and tho it might e 
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de expected, that this ſpirit of hatred and? 
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oſition, wou d conſiderably abate their zel! 
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Conſtantine, or Theodoſius did; neither do. 
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K 1 nation,!- in theſe our days; for, among the 
gra number of ladies and gentlewomen, 
who pattern their conduct in this tranſitory 
ife, from the glorious examples ſet them 
| | bleſſed empreſs „ - the | lady P—R 
= juſtly deſerves the praiſes, as well as the title 
ee faithful ſucceſſor to that ſaint. I preſume, 
i is not neceſſary to give your eminenq a 
AA derail of this lady's exemplary life; ſince, I am 
very ſure, that one day or other it will ap- 
' pear in publick; let it ſuffice then, {moſt 
eminent lord) that we do not ſcruple here to 
think her merits equal to thoſe in the cata- 
e of our ſaints. 45 
In ſhort, moſt eminent lord, ſince your 
eminence has been pleas'd to honour me with 
your commands, I look upon my ſelf, oblig'd 
to ſend you as ample and true an account of 
our preſent ſituation, as the lenity we are 
treated with deſerves; which I hope, your 
eminence will grant, to have ſeen in this 
letter; one thing I had almoſt forgot, and 
that is, that all our Regular corps, hold their 
chapters in this city, as often as they have 
occalion, without any apprehenſions, fince 
this miniſtry has ſo powerful a party to 
combat with, as I have already. mention'd ; 
however, we heartily wiſh that all our re- 
gular miſſionaries were commanded by ſupe- 
riors of our own nation; for the Carmes who 
have a French preſident, cannot have ſo much 
intereſt among our quality, as if they were 
"mw © govern'd 
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and zeal for our communion in 


humbly conceive, (moſt eminent lord) that it 


wou'd be very prudent of our holy father, to 


redreſs this inconvenience by appoeinting/ 
natives of England to preſide over that Hof 


order, I conclude, wiſhing your Eminence 2 


1 | 
A WW 
happy New Year, E * 2M 
a 1 
Moſt eminent Lord, oy” 
Wt *33 
Tour eminence's moſt Obedient, and os 
0 ; 6 | 


moſt devoted H umble Servant, 


R. E. 


- 


- 


Jan. 1, 1733 _— 
P. & © I don't find (moſt eminent lord) that 
the court of France encourages the miſſion - 
of Scotland, as it had engaged to do, but 
hope that his holineſs, and the congrega- 
tion, will take care to ſee that nation ſup- 

ply'd with miſſionaries. , | 
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a native, that cou'd' recommend: =: 
d introduce them to all the perſons gf nete, 
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